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Administrative
1. Introduction and Attendance
Rick Keetch welcomed the attendees to the meeting.
The attendees were as follows: 
	Name
	Company
	Segment
	Present
	Called- In

	Nick Fehrenbach
	City of Dallas
	Cons-Comm.
	X
	

	Paul Gabba
	Dow Chemical
	Cons-Ind.
	X
	

	Danny Bivens 
	Office Public Utility Counsel
	Cons-Res.
	
	

	Brian Bartos
	Bandera Electric Coop
	Coop
	
	

	Richard McLeon
	South Texas Electric Coop
	Coop
	
	

	Lane Robinson
	Sweetwater Wind
	Ind. Generator
	X
	

	Billy Shaw
	International Power America 
	Ind. Generator
	X
	

	Jeremy Carpenter
	Tenaska Power Services
	Ind. PM
	
	

	Rick Keetch
	Reliant Energy
	Ind. PM
	X
	

	Joel Firestone
	Direct Energy
	Ind. REP
	X
	

	Tony Marsh 
	Texas Power
	Ind. REP
	
	

	Paul Johnson
	American Electric Power
	IOU
	X
	

	John Brockhan
	CenterPoint Energy
	IOU
	
	

	Les Barrow (Proxy Bob Stevens)
	CPS Energy
	Municipal
	X
	

	Frank Owens (Proxy Les Barrow/ Bob Stevens)
	Texas Municipal Power Agency
	Municipal
	X
	

	Steve Myers (Proxy Laura Zotter)
	ERCOT ISO
	ISO
	X
	

	Don Jones
	Texas RE
	RE
	X
	

	Sarah Hensley
	Texas RE
	RE
	X
	

	Scott Etnoyer
	FERC
	
	X
	

	Sydney Niemeyer
	NRG
	Ind. PM
	X
	

	Tom Foreman
	LCRA
	Coop
	X
	

	Gerry Nunan
	Schneider Engineering
	Coop
	X
	

	Carlos Benavides
	Topaz Power
	Ind. PM
	X
	

	Jeanie Doty
	Austin Energy
	Municipal
	X
	

	Tony Grasso
	PUC
	
	X
	

	Ananth Palani
	Optim Energy
	
	
	X

	Bob Hinkel
	
	
	
	X

	Ellen
	
	
	
	X

	Howard Illian
	Energy Mark
	
	
	X

	Lynda Fohn
	Fulcrum 
	
	
	X

	Matt Pawlowski
	NextEra
	
	
	X


At least one representative from six of the eight segments is required to constitute a quorum.  At this meeting, a quorum was achieved with a representative from seven of the eight segments being present.
Antitrust Admonition


The Texas Regional Entity (Texas RE) Anti-Trust Admonition was displayed for the members.  The attendees were reminded that it is both Texas RE and ERCOT policy to obey the antitrust laws and to avoid all conduct that unreasonably restrains competition.  
Approval of Minutes 
The draft minutes from the December RSC meeting were presented.  There were no comments or changes suggested.

Nick Fehrenbach moved to approve the draft minutes.  The motion was seconded by Billy Shaw. Motion carried by voice vote. The minutes were approved.  
RSC Discussions and Activities
2. Introduction of 2010 RSC Slate & Election of Chair & Vice-Chair – Sarah Hensley
Sarah Hensley presented the revised RSC slate for 2010.  Michael Quinn has resigned his seat and John Brockhan from CenterPoint was nominated and elected in his place.  

Sarah reviewed the nominations for Chair and Vice Chair.  Rick Keetch was nominated as Chair.  Paul Johnson and Frank Owens were nominated as Vice Chair.  Nick Fehrenbach made the motion for the election of Chair and Vice Chair to be simple majority of those voting either in person or by proxy.  Paul Gabba second.  Motion approved, no opposed or abstentions.  A closed ballot was conducted and Rick Keetch was elected Chair and Frank Owens was elected Vice Chair.  
3. Introduction of New Reliability Standards Manager – Don Jones
Don Jones, the new Manager, Reliability Standards at Texas RE was introduced to the RSC and provided an overview of his background.  Prior to joining Texas RE, he worked for Reliant Energy, Andrews Kurth (representing TIEC and others) and the PUC.  He has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and a J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law.  He said he looks forward to helping facilitate the RSC’s work and participating more in ERCOT Protocol process.  
4. SAR-003 BAL-001-TRE-01 Update – Sydney Niemeyer 

Sydney Niemeyer, Chair of the BAL-001-TRE standard drafting team, reviewed the team’s efforts to date, upcoming meetings and changes made to standard since last posting.  Assuming the RSC approves posting the standard for comment in February, the goal for balloting the standard is June.  Billy Shaw asked if this standard would be applicable continent-wide.  Sydney replied that it is a regional standard and once it is approved by FERC, it will be applicable only to the ERCOT region.

From the phone, Howard Illian asked if this standard allows Load to participate in providing Primary Frequency Response.  Sydney’s response was that ERCOT already has LaaR.  Based on Industry comments, the standard has focused on Generation Resources’ Primary Frequency Response requirements.  This Regional Standard requires linear proportional frequency response.  If a device such as a flywheel or load could provide proportional frequency response, then it could add stability to the grid.  It would be up to the ERCOT market to develop an ancillary service for Primary Frequency Response if it becomes a competitive product.  It is Sydney’s opinion that every generator needs to have an operating governor on it.  Every generator (other than existing nuclear units) needs to respond in an islanding event.  There needs to be a requirement for every generator to provide Primary Frequency Response.  If there is enough wind generation that is maxed out and ERCOT determines it needs more Primary Frequency Response on the grid and wanted to develop a product, load could participate in that area.  It would be up to the market to design and build the ancillary service requirements for these services.  ERCOT doesn’t know how much Primary Frequency Response it will get as the generation mix changes.  Primary Frequency Response it does get in the future (from Load or other devices) will need to be proportional to frequency change with a similar deadband as generators.  If it is not proportional, it may create a very unstable grid for the remaining frequency responsive generators.  Howard then said this standard may require a long term change.
5. Texas RE Separation Update – Don Jones
Don provided an update on the status of Texas RE separation from ERCOT.  Billy Shaw asked if a member can register for more than one segment if they have multiple NERC registrations.  After checking with Susan Vincent, Director of Legal Affairs, Sarah confirmed that Article II, Section 5 part (d) of the Texas RE Bylaws for Separation state that: “A company or entity that is an Affiliate of a Member may hold a separate membership in a different Sector, so long as the legal entities have different NERC Compliance Registry Numbers under which they are currently registered for the applicable NERC Function.”  Rick Keetch said that it would be helpful to the RSC nominations after Texas RE separates to have a list of who the potential members of each sector are.  Sarah said she would send the list to the group after the meeting.  There was a question of whether there is an application deadline for membership to the new Texas RE.  The response was that there is not an application deadline, but in order for members to vote on the bylaws prior to NERC BOT vote on February 16, a member vote will be conducted on or around February 3, and entities will need to register for membership by that date.  
6. NERC SDT Update – Matt Pawlowski
Matt Pawlowski, Risk and Compliance Manager at NextEra, provided an update on NERC Standard Drafting Team efforts.  Project 2007-02 Operating Personnel Communications Protocols was of particular interest to group.  Paul Johnson, who chaired Project 2009-06 Facility Ratings for a while, said the changes were motivated by FERC comments filed on first draft of FAC-008.  There is a major point of contention with Generator Owners’ belief it is duplicative with other standards.  Paul asked the group to look at it and compare to the standard that’s approved right now.  The drafting team believes the new draft is less burdensome on applicable entities, however FERC is not likely to approve a standard that removes responsibilities.  Rick said he believes the RSC could come up with consensus on some of these issues.  Laura Zotter encouraged the group to take a hard look at 2007-02 Operating Personnel Communications Protocols involving three-part communication and directives as this could affect many operations.  
7. Discussion on Providing RSC Comments on NERC Standards - Group
Rick Keetch suggested that RSC members take a look at projects that are on the horizon and noted that there’s time to coordinate group comments.  Texas RE can organize an agenda call/email with segments to determine if there is anything they would like to comment on, present to the group or discuss at next RSC.  
Meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 a.m.  Next meeting is Friday, February 5 at the Met Center in Room 206B.  
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